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BENDER SITUATION A
IN THARPARKAR

Preface

“Thardeep’s vision is based on the understanding that "Thari society is in a
process of change. It aims to facilitate this on-going transformation of society
through interventions that help Tharis to develop the skills and tools to relate to

- “and control this transformation”,

The -appraisal mission report of 1998 provided some recommendations to ‘ 1

. Thardeep to integrate a 'gender approach into its organization and its '. |
programmes. Up to now no gender policy was in place, stating how Thardeep |
would engender its vision, objectives and activities at organizational as well as |
\at programme level. Thardeep understood that such policy and strategy could |

~only ‘be realistic if it took into account the real ground situation — the gender ‘
'relatlons, gender responsibilities and gender proclivities within the contexts of i
family, legal and normative rights and responsibilities, economy, society and ’
'envuronment

: The development of Thardeep's gender policies and strategies were, therefore,

+'based on the comprehensive report of the gender situation analysis carried out
-in March, 2001. These policies and strategies were developed through a
consultative process with (and among) Thardeep staff members in a workshop
‘conducted in June, 2001. Keeping in mind the three broad components in
Thardeep's on going gender work: advocacy, programmes and networking, it
covered. both. the organizational and programmatic elements, as well as the
interfacing between the Thardeep staff and communities.

“"This publication is an effort to bring forth the ground situation of gender issues in

- ~Thar. 1t-highlights the design, conducting, analysis and reporting of a gender
field-based. situation analysis study and assessment of existing gender
components in Thardeep's programme. A unique feature of this study is the

- analysis of parts of the data in terms of Muslim and Hindu Personal Laws.

- Hindus form 56 percent of the study sample. This is the first systematic attempt
10 look at the gender situation within the Hindu minority in Pakistan.

This report has been made possible with the contribution of the following two
, ,orgamzat:ons .
Thardeep Rural Development Programme (TRDP) | ‘
Raasta Development Consultants _
NoOvVIB
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Bada

Barri

Biradari

Dharmao
Ejab-o-qabool
Fasah

Gaudan

Hari

ddat

Jahez
Karo kari
Kekras

La'an

Meher
Nikah
Nikahnama
Pait

Paisa

Glossary

Exchange Marriage

Gift for bride family from the groom's fémily at the time;of.

marriage fr

Clan, ‘caste’ (in Pakistan not as binding as the Hindu caste
concept) '

Arrange Marriage

Proposal and acceptance

Accusation of husband’s infidelity

Collection of funds or pledge from the bride’s " | i
family/community at the time of a Hindu marriage

Peasant

The compulsory waiting period for a woman who has eifhe’r
divorced or widowed; during this time she cannot remarry -

Dowry

Honor killing

Kind of vehicle

Accusation of adultery by husband against wife; she can
swear four times on the Quran she is innocent and he.cah
swear four times his accusation and the marriage
automatically stands dissolved

Dower

Marriage ceremony

Marriage certificate, document

Pre-delivery match arranged for the future child -

Bride Price ' |
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Panchayat
éudhaﬁ
Purdah
Rajori
R“al\liw \
Rukhsati
Satapadi

Shadi

Shariah =~

Talag-e-tafweez

Taywar \\
Wadera
\ Ziﬁa

Zina-bil-jabar

Traditional community council
Engagement

Both the veil and segregation
Male elders belonging to biradari
Patch work

Formal departure of bride to groom's house after marriage
ceremony has taken place

Taking of seven steps by the parties before the sacred fire
Marriage ceremony

Islamic code of Law /according to ‘Shariat’

Delegated right of divorce (husband at any time may grant
wife or a third person the unconditional or conditional right
of divorce)

Exchange Marriage under triangular setting

Feudal landlord

Extramarital sex, includes both adultery and fornication

Rape

b ———




Executive Summary

Since Pakistan is essentially a patriarchal
society, local customs, traditions and laws
play a significant role in determining the status
of women. Although many conditions are
similar throughout Pakistan, women in Sindh
are particularly  handicapped by the
entrenched feudal system in Sindhi rural
society. There are several factors that impede
the development of women in Sindh. These
include low legal status and the lack of
political will to change it. The interplay of
Islamic lore, Indo-British judicial traditions and
customary traditions have resulted in a
situation, where any advantage or opportunity
to women by one law is cancelled out by one
of the others’'.

Traditionally women do not have the right to
own land. In exceptional cases where they
legally own some property, it is generally the
case that they do not have access to or actual
control over that property. The whole issue is
wrapped up in multiple layers of emotions and
sentiments. For example women are expected
to surrender their rights in favor of their
brothers. In some cases, even if women are
allowed to keep their rights to any landed
property, the systematic workings of
patrlarchy ensure that women'’s actual control
is made impossible®.

Common types of marriages in rural Sindh
include arrange marriages/ dhatmao’, pre-

'For a discussion of this interplay of laws, see
Kamal S & Khan A, “A Study of the Interplay of
Formal & Customary Laws on Women : Review of
the Lega! Status and Socio-Economic Context of
Women in Pakistan (With Special Reference to
NWFP and Balochistan) Vol I”, RNE/ Raasta, 1997

2 Nasira Habib, Invisible Farmers in Pakistan”,
Khoj-Research and Publication Center, Lahore,
Qct, 1996.

* The word is particularly used in Thar, and not the
whole Sindh.

delivery  match/pait, -~ marriageg - ‘under
triangular setting/ taywar (exchange-involving
two or more families) and bride price/paisa
(sale of girl). A common practice is exchange
marriage/bada, which is to evade marriage
expenditures involving both parties.. Financial
and cultural appear to be the predominant
factors for the tradition. :

The low and ambiguous status of women
within the family is compounded by women’s
performance of domestic work, especially the
care of children, within home. This expresses
their dependence and subordination  within
marriage (since men actively benefit from this
work) and also weakens their position within
the labor market, contributing to thear low
The importance of women as prowders and
producers is not generally recognized, where
socio-cultural traditions define the -role  of
women as mother, wife, sister, and. daughter -
in relation to a male. However, the picture is
not entirely negative, there- are- several
advantages that accrue to women in' Sindh.
High status is awarded to age .‘and the
influence of older women within communities
is considerable. Informal networks:-of women
influence decision-making and they have: a
substantial community management role, -

Gender Profile of Thar

The Thar Desert of Pakistan is part. of a
monsoon desert region. Land distribution in
Thar is uneven -many feudal landowners
migrated in the 1971 war between Pakistan
and India leaving @ small number:of large
landholders who dominate the ‘area: The
remaining villagers own little land or.no land at”

3 “Gender Planning and Development (Theory, - -
Practice and Training)”, Caroline O N-Moser,: .. =

11—



N THARPARKAR

. ;’fal! The population of Thar is found to be
almost " equally . divided into: Hindus and

Muslims: - communities, - with  Mithi Town

- Committee almost entirely Hindu and Diplo
“has  a majority of Muslims. Nagarparker is

‘predominantly © Musiim and Chacharo and

Islamkot -predominantly Hindu. The majority
speak Dhatki-(a Thari dialect of Sindh) as their

Sufirst |anguage and Sindhi as their second
._-language

According to'the study findings, the sex ratio
was . 112.and the average family size 7.3

(which is ‘higher than the national average).
“The extent of poverty in Thar can be gauged
by the fact that for every one breadwinner,
there were almost four dependents. Access to

methods: of family planning was assumed to
be extremely. limited and the very concept
itself was socially unacceptable, where a high
preference for male children was the means of

socio-economic secutity for the households.

Educationat status of the population was very
low, ~where -more than a quarter of the
population was educated till the primary level
and very few attained higher educational

“levels: . However, an improvement in the

overall “trend towards education was also
indicated.

Clearly this 'is a farming economy and those

employed- “in- agriculture face seasonal

‘employment; since THAR is a desert area of

Rakistan-:with - no canals for ‘irrigation. The

“major source of income for Tharis was from

rain . fed -agriculture, which made it highly

- precarious. - Households could not depend
‘solely on -agricufture and thus engaged in
L. other .activities " like livestock to supplement

their income. Both men and women appeared
to - be- ‘actively involved in the income
generating .- . activities, women  actively

~supplementing - household incomes from

home, while ‘'men  went outside to bring

_additional incomes.
Both males.and females involved in the agro-

¥ “Blooming Colors Wilting Children (Child Working
i the Carpet-industry of Thar)”, TRDP/SCF/Raasta

Development Consultants, March 1999,

based activities were still unable to earn a
reasonable living after combining livestock-
related activities with seasonal migration or
another source of income. Moreover, the
small pieces of land and few livestock owned
by the Thari community left very little for sale
purposes, since most of it was consumed by
these farming communities themselves. All
family members, were consuming equal types
of dietary component, Children, however,
were given preference as far as the basic
amenities like food or clothing were
concerned, so were the adult men also given
preference during serving of meals.

Adult men or male elders of the family were
the ones taking the important economic
decisions (level/type of education and training)
affecting both men and women in the
household. Social interaction for men and
especially for women was effective in the form
of Para Development Committee membership.
Some involvement of men in political parties
and panchayat was prevalent, however, there
is stil a long way to go before women
participate in the political process as
candidates- they may be accepted as voters.

Mobility and Access to Work

It was quite established that women were
economically active in Tharparkar District,
Women along with men participated in the
related agricultural and off-farm activities,
contributing substantially in economic terms.
They were responsible for a wide range of
agricultural activities ranging from land
preparation to grinding and making flour. Such
agricultural household activities coupled with
the reproductive role imply that rural women
put in double the amount of time in
comparison to the rural men. It was important
that male counterparts recognize the labors of
women as “work”.

Considering that a Thari woman plays an
active role in the economic spheres of life, her
status is not commensurate with the ‘hard
work’. Even the elderly women were not

granted the due importance and respect to




taks decisions with regard to the movements
of men and women. Gender differentiation
with regard to access to communication
facilities was indicated from the fact that men
had a greater access to communication
facilities (TV, Radio, PCOs etc) outside home,
while, women were only allowed to avail these
facilities within their homes.

Women were also not allowed to move
‘outside’ the village/Thar, alone and tend to
travel in female groups, while, men traveled
alone or ‘chaperone’ women. Elder/adult men
were the main decision-makers regarding
visits of women outside village/Thar. Women
perceived in the mobility of men the factors of
education and leisure—factors that are mostly
missing from their own lives.

Property and Inheritance

Muslim and Hindu women managed land and
livestock, but did not own that land/livestock in
their own name. The only possession accrued
to women was in the form of jewelry.

Increasingly many sharecroppers have tiny

pieces of land, which does not make them
“land owners” - they remain “haris” because
they continue to work on other people’s land.
&ven though men and women were aware of
the inheritance rights, they were unaware of
the sources or origin of these ‘rights’.
Moreover inheritance rights had no legal
standing; they were governed by the strict
feudal customs, traditions (Rajori -male elders
belonging to biradari) and the panchayat
system.

According to Hindu Laws women (as the

widow, daughter, mother, father's mother and
father’s father's mother) are entitled to inherit
property. Also, under Muslim Laws, even
though women are legally and religiously
entitled to inherit, in Thar generally women did
not inherit property. Moreover, a woman’s
dowry (mostly jewelry) was often considered
her property given in ‘compensation’ for her
inheritance from her father at his death. It is
customary that where male offspring exist,
female offspring rarely inherit agricultural land.

The common practice for women, whether-a
Muslim or a Hindu, was: -to waive - their
property/inheritance right due to the pressures
of prevalent norms. and traditions. Even in
families which owned less/no land:- of “their
own, it was understood that men would inherit
land, while women, though “legally “and .
religiously entitied, would forge. this right m,'
favor of male members of the farmly I

Marriage Rights and Responsibilities

The concept of ‘early marriages’; was. more
prevalent in women than in-men. Perception
regarding good qualities - in -a gfoom  was
measured in terms of his religious inclination
and economic pursuits, while an.ideal bride
was perceived to be one who was a good
‘home maker with good family-values. Men
and women were generally encouraged fo -
marry within the family .in ‘case of Muslim
households and "within tribe/caste; . .among
Hindu households, in order to safeguard their
properties and lineage,

Largely traditional and informal methods of
marriages were prevalent among both Muslim
and Hindu households- sometimes silence by
the bride and groom that is, remaining quiet
was considered sufficient to‘imply consent. In
rural families, marriage arrangements often
aim at strengthening socio-economic position
within families, tribes and castes. Elders,
especially male elders control the younger
members of the family through several means,
ot which control of marriage decision-was a
key element. This was part of the ‘respect’
allotted to age, gender and experience and
the means of protecting customs .and
traditions. Although with gender dimensions,
marriage is not a gender issue per se. It'is
part of a socio-cultural system that. exerts
control over both men and women in order to
strengthen the old feudal relations. .

marriages/bada were. a - nporm. Also praw
delivery match/pait and involvement of more
than two families in exchange = marriages
(Taywar) indicated the complicated nature of
marriage norms in Thar. Bride price was taken

]3&“




to pay-for dowry- whatever the justification for
. bride-price/ ‘paisa the fact remains that its
practice. - 'has_ . helped perpetuate the
subjugation of ~women specially to the
husband and: his family, where women were
often sold. to fulfill the economic needs of the
families. The.complicated mosaic of marriage
norms must mean very difficult situations for
negotiating ~ and ... maintaining  married
relationships: -

Thari-communities, ‘even though possessing
less ~~economic - strength, showed great
inclination towards spending a huge amount
on.. dowry/jahez, - gaudan, ‘barri and gifts.
Customary practices are entrenched in the
rural set-up and: the burden of such customs
and _traditions further ' hampers the socio-
economic ~growth of local people- they are
forced ‘to. invest their meager resources to
fulfill the societal needs.

The - concept. ~of = subsequent - marriages
(bigamy/polygamy) “appeared to be widely
exploited - in . both - -Muslim - and Hindu
households. - Though there is an explicit
injunction, there was very little concept of
written permission being obtained from wife in
practice; among Muslim households.
Moreover Hindu households did not seem to
follow-the: prohibition imposed against bigamy.
Men. were assumed to be superior having
associated . with. “their ability to produce
numerous children and sons.

Divorced- or .. widowed - women had limited
custody rights, with men and the in-laws having
major- control” over the .children of the family.
Strong family bonds, traditions and the influence
of in-laws did not. permit woman full custody
rights ~even .after the  death of the husband.
Period . of 'seclusion: for women, whether in
Hindus or Muslims, was much influenced by the
strict..customs ~and- traditions adhered by the
Thari communities.

Crime and Punishments

Worst - crimes ‘for: men were more evenly
divided - between . sexual aberrations after

marriage and those acts that affected their
earning capacities, while for women it was
related to sexual and social behavior. Relating
the worst acts of women to sexual and social
behavior promoted the view that they were
‘possessions’ of men and therefore liable to
punishment when they tried to be
independent. The perception that the worst
crimes for men were those that affect their
earning power, nurtured their role as
‘providers’ in the society and therefore were
less accountable for their social and cultural
behavior.

Although men and women seemed to face
similar range of punishments, women were
more vulnerable to becoming victims of
traditional forms of punishments like,
confinement or social boycott, as compared to
men who faced light punishments. Women
were also at the risk of facing socio-cultural
consequences by being divorced from their
husbands since the concept of ‘honotr’ was
more strongly tied to the social behavior of
women. Moreover, the range of punishments
in case of adultery or zina mostly lay outside
legal procedures and they were administered
to both men and women. Adulterous men and
rapists, however, had many options to
escape; they could run away or got no
punishments.

Moreover, family based coercion and
violence was widespread in  Thari
communities, where male elders ‘discipline’
women and younger male aduits. In gender
terms this is an example of how established
male patriarchy works. Occurrence of
murders/killings during family feuds and
clashes (for both men and women), were
also resolved by feudal customs or the
panchayat system. At times men tend to rely
more on sources like waderas and women
bear strong faith in peers, while seeking
justice. It seems that feudal customs and
traditions override the prevailing statutory
law, where people of Thar solve criminal
offenses like murder within the milieu of
their own norms and traditions.
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Section 1

Introduction

1.1 Background

The  Thardeep  Rural  Development
Programme (TRDP) was established as an
independent NGO in November 1998,
However, its history and presence in the Thar
desert goes back over ten years. Based on its
experiences and on several evaluations,
TRDP decided to embark on a long-term
transition process, shifting the intervention
strategy towards a broad integrated rural
development  programme, following a
community development approach it also
started to indigenise the organization.

At present Thardeep’s vision is ‘based on the
understanding that Thari society is in the
process of change. This is a change from an
agricultural and pastoral economy that was
dependent in drought years on the Indus flood
plains for survival, to a pastoral economy that
will become increasingly dependent on local
natural resources for generating cash.
Thardeep vision is to facilitate this on-going
transformation of society through interventions
that help Tharis to develop the skills and tools
to relate to and control this transformation’.

Thardeep is working in 686 villages of
Tharparkar in the following areas:

= Social mobilization and capacity building
(including participatory programme
monitoring) '
Sustainable land use management
Primary health care

Education and child focused activities
Credit and income generatlon

Water security

Emergency preparedness and operation

Up to now, there was no systematic gender
analysis being made when = designing,

implementing or monitoring the programme:
Neither was there a specific in-house gender: .
expertise that could integrate practical tools:
for gender awareness analysis and planning

in TRDP’s working procedures.. Also -at the
organizational level there was no consistent
policy in terms of gender. The number of -
female staff was limited, but conscious efforts
were being made to increase their numbers:
and positions via internships of locals. Fhough
the TRDP management staff was interested in
gender issues, no gender policy was in place;
stating how TRDP would engendeér its: vision,
objectives and activities at organizational as
well as at programme level. = b

The appraisal mission report of 1998 provided
some recommendations - to - Thardeep  to
integrate a gender approach . into " its
organization- and its = programmes . . (all
interventions must be gender balanced).
TRDP recognized the need to strengthen its.in
house capacities and to relate to specialized
NGO'’s and persons in Pakistan, to. do's6.

1.1.1  Objectives of the Study,,

The four specific objectnves of the output. of
the technical assistance were to;

= Designing and conducting of a field-based
gender situation analysis

= Assessment of existing gender components
in TRDP -

* The development of ‘a- comprehenswe

gender policy
» The development - of  a comprehenswe
gender strategy (or strategies)

This report covers the first two components;
the field based gender situation analysis. The
study explores the position of women within
the context of the household, the family-and
community. The short assessments covered
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TRDP's  credit “programme, PDC (Women
Para. Development - Committee) component
and gender networking.

1.1.2  Study Design

The situation analysis and the three short

and F{aasta Development Consultants.
113 Coverage

The 'study covered ‘the design, pre-testing,
finalization. - and" implementation of the
quantitative situation analysis study, followed
by the processing and analysis of the field-
based data. The short assessments covered
the' existing 'gender components: Para
Development Committees. (PDCs), credit
programme and gender networking.

Raasta visited-the field area, held consultation
with” TRDP staff and studied the existing
documents before developing a research grid.
Based on this research grid the research tools
were. :developed . and pre-tested. Once
finalized, the sampling and coverage scheme
was:-identified, and a detailed data collection
schedule  .drawn up.. TRDP staff then
organized- “the  data = collection themselves
supervised by Raasta research staff. TRDP
had-already-indicated the field area for data
collection and some field arrangements in the
TORs. Given these details and the resource
constraints, the targeted sample of 2000 units
was achieved (one man and one woman from
1000 :houséholds).: ‘Concurrently with the
quantitative ~gender situation analysis, three
qualitative-asgsessments were carried out:

. anteen focus group discussions for the
PDC component (12 PDCs, 3 with family
members and neighbors of PDC members)

. .Twenty - in-depth interviews with
women who-have received credit (6 women
withi“credit  received -once, 10 women with
creditreceived twice and 4 women with credit
received thrice)

The .- third qualitative: assessment

covers TRDP’s gender networking. The
gender networking component was assessed
more informally by making an analysis of
TRDP’s participation in national and provincial
gender fora and TRDP’s own efforts in this
area.

1.1.4 Tools of Investigation
A two-fold research approach was adopted:
Quantitative Methodology:

Two research tools (see annex-1) were used
for quantitative gender situation analysis:

* Tool-A: Family Survey (see annex-1a)
* Tool-B: Household Survey (see annex-1b)

Qualitative Methodology:

Two interviewing techniques were adopted for
qualitative research:

i) In-depth interviews (Tool C)
i) Focus group discussions (Tool-D, E and
F).

* Tool-C: Assessment of TRDP Credit
Programme see annex-1c

= Tool-D;
Scheme and Common Indicators) see
annex-1d

* Tool-E: Assessment of PDC Women
Component (FGD Guidelines For Family
and Neighbour of Women PDC Members)
see annex-le

= Tool-F: Assessment of PDC Women
Component (FGD Guidelines for Women
PDC Members) see annex-1f

Quantitative  tools
economic context to the gender relation being
explored. Moreover, family survey covered
basic information on age, sex, marital status,
education, employment and income etc of
each member of the household.

Qualitative tools assessed TRDP’s Credit
Programme and the PDC component of
TRDP. TRDP staff arranged both the

Categories of PDCs (Sample

provided the socio-




assessment components. Raasta research
staff conducted the focus groups and
translated the transcripts from Sindhi to
English and also supervised the credit
interviews.

1.1.5 Data Collection

Data collection commenced on November 28,
2000 and was completed in the second week
of January, 2001. Ten data collectors (five
men and five women) were selected and
trained locally. Data collectors were assigned
to collect the data from four Talukas (Diplo,
Chacharo, Mithi and Nager Parker). A total of
24 village were covered (6 villages in Diplo, 7
in Chacharo, 6 in Mithi and 5 in N. Parker) for
further details see annex -2. Two data
collectors also approached the women Para
Development Committees of TRDP. Fifteen
focus group discussions for PDC components
were conducted concurrently.

1.1.6 Tabulation and Data Analysis

The data processing for quantitative research
tools (Family Survey Form) and (Gender
Situation Analysis in Tharparkar) was carried
out by means of a data base development and
data processing by using Statistical Package
for Social Sciences (SPSS).

Qualitative data, using FGD Guidelines for
PDC members and their family and neighbor
was compiled on Atlas-ti. This was followed by
content analysis.

Moreover, second component of qualitative

data (Assessment of TRDP  Credit
Programme) was hand - tabulated. The
narrative responses were manually and

carefully post-coded before tabulation.
1.1.7 Report Organization

The outputs of the study is a situation analysis
report in five parts: .
e Section One: Introduction

e Section Two: Family Profile

o

Gender Situation
Analysis

e Section Three:

« Section Four: Building Practical Mo,dels

1-2
Sindh

Geographical Overview of

According to the census of 1998, Sindh is the
second most populous province in Pakistan
with a population of 29.9 million. Out of the
total 15.8 million are males and 14.1 million
are females. A total of 14.6 million people are
living in the urban areas and:15.3 million::in
rural areas. Sindh covers an area of 140,914
sq km with the 213 density per:sq km Map 1
shows Sindh province.

Literacy ratio of Sindh province s 486.7
percent, of which 56.6 percent are-males and
35.3 percent are females. The urban literacy
ratio 65.2 percent is much higher than the
rural area, which is 26.9 percent.

Sindh Plain comprises mainly: the province-of
Sindh and stretches between the Punjab:Plain
and the Arabian Sea. River Indus flows: here
as a single river. The plain comprises of a vast
fertile tract stretching westward: from. the
narrow strip of flood plain-on the right'bank ot
River Indus, and a vast expanse of-desert
stretching eastward from the left bank: It is-the
heart of the Indus Valley Civilization datmg
back to 3rd millennium BC. -

1.2.1 Deserts

Deserts are classified by their geographical
location and dominant weather pattern as
trade wind, midlatitude, rain shadow, coastal,
monsoon, or polar deserts. Former desert
areas presently in nonarid environments are
pale deserts, and extraterrestrial deserta exist
on other planets’.

The Thar Desert of Pakistan is part of a
monsoon desert region west of the range.
"Monsoon," derived from an Arabic word for

! http://pubs.usgé.gov/gip/dcserts/types/
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"sgason,”  refers 10 a-wind system with

proniounced  ‘seasonal reversal. Monsoons

- develop in.-response. to temperature variations

between = continents ~ and. oceans. The
southeast trade winds of the Indian Ocean, for

example, provide heavy summer rains in India

as . they move onshore.~As the monsoon
crosses India, it loses moisture on the eastern
slopes of the Aravalli Range.

The Thar region forms part of the bigger
desett of the same name that sprawls over a
vast area of Pakistan and India from Cholistan
to Nagar Parkar in Pakistan and from the
south of Haryana down to Rajisthan in India.

1.2.2 - Tharparkar

The total area.-of Tharparkar district is 28,170
‘sq km. The district-lies between
24°10" to 25°45" north latitudes and 69' 04' to
71°06' east longitude.. It is bound on the north
by Mirpurkhas district, on east by Barmer and
. Jaisselmir districts of India, on west by district
~Badin and on south by Rann of Kutch. Map 2
shows Distrlct Tharparkar,

There is no .river. or stream in the district.
However, in ‘Nagar Parkar there are two
perennial “springs” named Acbleshwar and
Sardharo as well-as temporary streams called
Bhetiani " river .and . Gordhro river after the
rains, -

The nameof ‘district Tharparkar consists of
two. words; Thar- means “‘desert’ while Parker
stands-for ‘the -other side’. Years back, it was
known -as' Thar.and Parker but subsequently
became just one-word ‘Tharparkar’ for the two
distinct- parts of Sindh" province. On the
western side, ~Parker is the irrigated area
whereas Thar, the eastern part, is known as
- the largest . desert- of ‘Pakistan with a rich
multifacetedculture, heritage, traditions, folk
tales; dances and music due to its inhabitants
who. belong to different religions, sects and
~casts. The alluvial deposits of river Indus have
formed- the “Parker area, while Thar mostly
consists . of “barren “tracts - of sand dunes
covered with.thorny bushes. The only hills of
the: district,; named ‘Karoonjhar, are in the
extreme south-east corner ‘of Nagar Parker

Taluka, a part of Thar. These hills are spread |

over about 20 kilometers in length and attain a
height of 300 meters. Covered with sparse
jungle and pasturage, they give rise to two
perennial springs as well as strearns caused
after rain.

1.3  Thar/Community in Sindh

Land distribution in Thar is uneven. Many

~ feudal landowners migrated n the 1971 war

between Pakistan and 'ndia leaving a small
number of big landholders who now dominate
the area. The remaining villagers own little
land or none at all. Households with more land
can rely, to some extent, on rain-fed crops
during good vyears. However, none of the
households in any of the villages are able to
depend solely on agriculture—aimost every
household engages in other activities to
supplement their income. The extent to which
households rely on the other income sources
depends on various factors, including the
number of people in a family unit who have to
be supported; employment opportunities on
farmlands in plan-flooded areas; ownership of

- livestock; the marketing of handicrafts and the

presence of carpet manufactures®.

In most villages there is a very small number
of well-off households — often only one family
— and a slightly larger number of households
that can earn a reasonable living by
combining livestock-related activities with
seasonal migration or another source of
income. This secondary source of income
may come from urban cities’, government
service, private service, or small businesses,
particularly businesses in towns and large
villages.

In addition to these groups there are a number
of families who subsidize their living from

2 “Blooming Colors Wilting Children (Child Working
in the Carpet Industry of Thar)", TRDP/SCF/Raasta
Development Consultants, March 1999,

® Itis estimated that about 10000 youths from Thar
work as garment stitches, house boys and family
drivers in the main cities of Sindh (Karachi,
Hyderabad and Mirpurkhas).




livestock, with handicraft
(occasional work paid by the day, often
masonry and brick klin work etc), including
carpet making.

The population of Thar is found to be almost
equally divided into Hindus and Muslims
communities, with Mithi Town Committee
almost entirely Hindu and Diplo has a majority
of Muslims. Nagar Parker is predominantly
Musiim and Chacharo and Islamkot
predominantly Hindu. The majority speak
Dhatki (a Thari dialect of Sindh) as their first

language and Sindhi as their second
language®.
1.3.1 Literature Review

Local customs, traditions and laws play a role
in determining the status of women in
Pakistan. Pakistan is essentially a patriarchal
society where socio-cultural traditions define
the role of wome