Pan-Africa Programme
The Kamuli Programme and its role of SLTS in Uganda

The child-to child approach has been used by Plan Uganda to try to enhance good hygiene and sanitation among the children and the communities they hail from.

 Children have been taught how to identify hygiene and sanitation issues within their schools and action plans drawn to handle the issue. Children have been able to talk to each other about good hygiene practices, both personal hygiene and sanitation.

Community led total sanitation in schools can focus on:

· Triggering within the school community with the purpose of creating the fear, shame and disgust among children aimed at self realization for actions both at school and when at their homes.

· School children can come into action to keep their school latrines clean, wash hands after latrine use, uphold personal hygiene and above all practice what they ahve learnt from the process at home. 

In terms of achievement for far the following can be noted:

· Replication of what is being done at school within their home e.g. construction of plat stands, hand washing facilities, digging rubbish pits, cleaning of latrines and smearing of their kitchen and compounds.

· Children have been able to support fellow children to adopt good personal hygiene like brushing, hand washing, bathing among others.

· In schools where some children are infested with jiggers, children in the school health clubs have taken initiative to talk to parents of such children from their homes to help them change and treat the jiggers.

· Jiggers infestation among some of the children has been eradicated through the help of the members of the health club who took initiative to request teachers to buy safety pins for removing the fleas from the feet of pupils infested with the tungiasis. It is a pride earned for the children. 

· Health parades have been establish where the members of the health clubs carry out inspect of each of the children to identify personal hygiene issues among others. They talk to the children and follow up to home to talk about the condition with the parents/guardian.

· Awareness and mobilization has been done by the children within some communities neighbouring their schools through drama and songs.

· Through children attending CLTS triggering at school, they have been able to talk to their parents and participate in the construction of latrines in their homes. 

Lessons learnt

Children need vibrant leaders among themselves and among their teachers. They can cause change in a short period of time and the habit/behaviour is upheld and practices elsewhere like at home.

Remaining challenges

CLTS in schools has registered with little success due to the need for continuous visitation to the schools and review of progress. Some of the teachers are not supportive and feel it is extra work to have all the proposed work plans implemented.

Some districts have limited staff to support with follow up on action plans with inevitably kills enthusiasm.

Children in Uganda culturally do not have voices to speak out publicly and there is a lot to be done to have meaningful participation of children. This is pronounced in Plan supported districts and communities within the districts.

There is the challenge of child rights advocates who state that the language used is not appropriate for children especially in the Ugandan context and may create disrespect among parents when children start using “bad” words openly. The suggestion is that there was need to carry out a risk assessment before starting to use such words among children.
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